Biology and genetics of malignant brain tumours.
Conventional therapies such as surgery, radiotherapy and, to a lesser extent, chemotherapy have produced significant increases in survival in patients with some types of brain tumours such as medulloblastoma. However, in many other types of brain tumour in both adults and children, the effect of these modalities has been more modest. A thorough understanding of the biology of malignant brain tumours is likely to provide the background for the development of new leads that might be amenable to therapeutic exploitation. This review examines some aspects of glioma biology that have been reported in the past 12 months, and which might be translated into clinical application.